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Introduction 


History and Origin of the Art form: 

Jayachamaraja Wodeyar Bahadur was the 25th and the last Maharaja of the princely state of Mysore. During his 
reign artisan practiced several crafts including ivory inlay in rosewood, as rosewood was available in abundance 
locally. Lately a Master Craftsperson of the craft ‘Shokat Ali’ brought a totally new evolution in the craft by using 
locally available wood of different colors to create wonderful art pieces. These art pieces were well appreciated 
by the king and it was easy to learn and practice for the other people too. The unique material culture and simple 
technique brought the revolution in the world of art and craft and also in the life of people. The artisans flour- 
ished with unique style in their products in lvory & Rose wood Inlay craft. 


The Cluster: 

To give rise to the crafts of Karnataka, the government has set up a Multicraft complex, a cluster which includes 
480 houses built with the help from both central and state governments. The government supported set-up pro- 
vides living and working spaces for about 2000 crafts person and their families. The procurement center set up 
by the govt. of Karnataka is a unit of ‘Cauvery’ Karnataka State Arts & Crafts Emporium that provides the artisans 
raw materials like Sandalwood and purchase craft objects from the artisans and market them through their own 
outlets at different parts of the state. The organization conducts training programs sponsored by Development 
Commissioner of Handicrafts with the help of in-house design center and ‘Chamraja Technical Institute’, Mysore. 
It organizes Health camps for the artisan families, provides insurance to enrolled artisans. 
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Tools 


The artisans generally use very basic hand tools like: 


¢ Hand drills. 

* Tagad (Scrapping Chisels). 
¢ Hathodi (Hammer). 

e Ambor (Plier). 

¢ Bowor hex saw. 


For Polishing flint papers of various grades are used. 
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Raw Materials 


Initially Rosewood and Ivory was used for inlay works but when ivory was banned in India white and beige plastic 
has been used as substitutes. Plywood is used for base frame of the art piece. Different color woods like white 
cedar, rose wood, chill pine, rubber wood, red sandal, jackfruit wood etc. are used to add multiple colors to the art 
piece. A mixture of wax and charcoal is used to fill fine details. The wood, plastic sheets, and other materials are 
bought from the local market. The preferred colors used in the work pieces are orange, light blue, medium blue, 
dark blue, yellow, green (not natural), brown, dark brown, maroon etc. 
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Making Process 


The overall process can be divided into six different parts and each and every part is done by one craftsperson. 
This helps in maintaining the quality of work, as each craft person specializes in his work and gains experience 
over a period of time. However there are also craftsmen who are good in doing all the process alone. 


The Process includes: 


Cutting of wood in desired 
shapes as per the design. 


Engraving and Filling the 
inlay with black charcoal. 


w 
Finishing the inlay work 


with chisel. 
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¢ First, the design of the art piece is finalized and drawn on a paper and colors are marked on the drawing. 


* Then small sections are traced on separate papers and used as stencils to stick on wood and then is cut by fol- 
lowing the outline with the help of a hex saw. 


* Once the cutting work is finished the pieces of various colored wood are arranged by referring to the initial 
drawing then stuck together by using PVA Glue. 


* The work piece is scratched using a chisel and then rubbed using several grades of flint papers in order to bring 
all the pieces to the same level. 


¢ Then the carpentry jobs of the work piece are carried out wherever that is required like joining different parts 
together. 


* Fine grooves are made using a chisel to give detailing. 


¢ A mixture of molten wax and charcoal is applied to the surface of the work piece by a brush made of cloth and 
then scrapped by a chisel. So the wax remains in the groves and rest of the surface remains clean. 


¢ Final finishing is done to obtain a finished wood inlay painting. 
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Design Resource Prod ucts 
Mysore Rosewood Inlay 
Works The product portfolio ranges from flat wall hanging art pieces to intricate inlay on jewelry box, small idols to 


huge elephants. Design interventions in terms of functionality as well as aesthetic of the products have hap- 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Professor Bibhudutta 
Baral, Mr. Antony William and Mr. C. Susanth at NID, Ben- 
galuru. 


You can get in touch with Professor Bibhudutta Baral at 
bibhudutta[at]nid.edu. 


You could write to the following address regarding sug- 
gestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India. 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at] gmail.com 


